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BLOCK # 19 -ABSTRACT (Cont'd.) to achieving political stability and peace.
The participation of both superpowers and all Arab countries in the region is an essential requirement to changing the Gulf area to a peaceful region.
;M. The Gulf area has a significant importance in today's world order.
It is important geographically, politically, economically and militarily.
Beside these factors, there are in the region several contrasts and elements of tension due to different political regimes, religions and cultural heritages, economic resources and the existence of crisis situations.
The region is considered a confrontation arena between the superpowers, since each has tried to establish and then promote its military presence and influence there.
The region's nations have tried to cooperate among themselves to promote peace and security in the region.
These attempts still need the support of superpowers and more effort to achieve the results they seek. This paper analyzes the situation in the region, focusing on its importance and elements of tension, and it examines the possibility of achieving a state of peace and security. This peace and security can be achieved through cooperative economic behavior as a prelude to achieving political stability and peace. The participation of both superpowers and all Arab countries in the region is an essential requirement to changing the Gulf area to a peaceful region. It stands steadfast against the threats and the actions aiming at diminishing the rights of their friendly people to be able to lead a safe and prospective life.
President Husns Mobarak, 1981
The Arab Gulf's importance lies in being the eastern border to the Arab world and the heart of the Islamic world. At the same time, it occupies the eastern edges of the Arab world and is considered the Arab world's terminal from the East. This importance increases as it is the crossroads between the Asian world to the east and the European world to the West.
In addition the Gulf has a great strategic importance, with many islands controlling the waterways in the Gulf. The most important of these islands are Abou Musa and the Small and Great
Tombs. These islands are of great strategic importance as a suitable location for setting up naval and air bases.
The geological structure of the area has left it floating on a lake of oil, which makes its countries the richest in the world.
It has the greatest proved reserves of oil (more than half of the proved reserve in the world) on which the U.S., European countries depend.
Beside its abundance of oil, the area is of interest to the Soviet Union because of its proximity.
The distance between the Gulf and borders of the Soviet Union is about 650 kilometers.
To control the Gulf, it is clear that great powers are keeping a naval presence in the Indian Ocean which is connected to the Gulf.
At the present time, there is a great competition among the superpowers to extend their influence within the area. This is because its strategic importance is gradually increasing due to the great need for oil and the possibility of another energy crisis.
Therefore, this area has become the hottest area of conflict in the world. This conflict is manifested in many political and military changes such as the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the existence of socialist system in the area.
Underpopulation and lack of education in this area required immense assistance from the neighboring countries. This factor threatens the culture of the countries in this area.
From the military point of view, the military forces of these countries are not likely to be capable of securing the Gulf countries. This is a result of underpopulation, the lack of technical and scientific skills to absorb modern weapons, and the failure to set up a national strong and trained modern army.
The Gulf area produces 21.5 percent of the world's current oil 2 needs.
It is one of the most important sources of oil while there also exists the largest reserve of oil in the world.
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Local Conflicts.
The problem of defiL~inr the borders in the region has more significance since there are large oil fields near many borders.
This has made it attractive for any country to seize a few kilometers, beyond its present border.
The Eritish occupied the area to secure control over these countries.
To sow dissent, it allowed Indian and Iranian groucs to enter the Gulf to support it in dominating in the area.
Britain had always been one part in any negotiations of problems about the borders, whether inside or outside the area. The Gulf area is considered the heart of the Islamic world, which cxtends from Indonesia in the east to Morocco in the west.
The Arab Gulf countries, especially Saudi Arabia, have a Qreat weight in the Islamic world because of their economic and religious importance.
Europe and Japan are the major countries consuming Gulf oil.
Japan is considered one of thc greatest oil consumina countries after the U.S. and the Soviet Union, and it imports 80 percent of its oil from the Gulf counties. It is expected that percentage will increase.
Iran's long history of attempts to control the Gulf show that it will never give up its dreams to make the Gulf a Persian lake. 
CHAPTER TI

THE GULF WAR AND IT PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
Lo]<ing at the current situation, it appears that there ar-a number of ILLqi aims in the conflict in the area.
First axonc these is escaping from the internal, political, economic an! security problems and engaging the Iraqi public opinion on otl.:-r foreign problems. Also, Iraq wants to demonstrate to the superpowers its power and domain over the area to preserve its prestige and its strategic importance.
Iraq is trying to domin3te the whole Gulf, exploiting the weakness of the military power facing it. Additionally, it is trying to preserve its previous Today is no time for rejoicing, bit one cannot help being satisfied at unprecedented unity of the Security Council and the clear attitude of the international public opinion in the face of Iraq's behavior. This gives the world confidence in the ability of the UN to deal with grave international crisis.
The Gulf crisis is not just a tragedy, and an extremely dangerous threat, to the peace.
It is also a serious challenge of maintaining security.
It will define the method of protecting law and order on our planet, and the mechanism for controlling the state of human civilization, in the broadest meaning of this terms, as well as the future role of the UN.
International relations are being freed from the vestiges of the Cold War, which for many years had a negative effect on the international legal order. We are again becoming the United Nations and are returning to our global constitution, the charter of the UN. We are returning those of its provisions that were forgotten for a while, but have been proven to be indispensable for the most important of our tasks--the maintenance of international peace and security.
The establishment of principles of new thinking in world politics has enabled us to start implementing the effective measures of persuasion and enforcement provided in the UN charter.
We need to define the criteria of defensive sufficiency, but the Iraqi aggression would seem to make it difficult even to discuss this.
After all, what can be sufficient in the face of the irrational?
On the other hand, the aggression here once again underscored the validity of the argument that no nation should have the exclusive prerogative or absolute freedom to determine its own level of armament.
In the longer term, the world community will need to monitor the military power of states, arms supplies, and transfers of military technology.
Such an approach will be in everyone's interests and will strengthen stability and trust. Otherwise, we will continue to be confronted with armed conflicts and attemots to intimidate and blackmail.
We need to agree on principles governing the sale and supply of arms. Such attempts were made in the past, but unfortunately they were not carried through. We must urgently request the Geneva Conference on Disarmament to address this issue and submit recommendations to the next session of the General Assembly.
Egypt realized that the invasion of Kuwait constitutes a great danger. It threatens a vital area important to the whole world, not to the Arab world only. Egypt knows that the invasion is ar act without justification. Iraq was not exposed to direct aggression from any country, it was not forced to mobilize the armies, or drive them into fierce battle.
Influence on the World Economy.
The Gulf crisis has had negative effects on the economic rate of growth, especially in the Arab countries like Egypt-Jordan and Turkey, and in the industrial world also. The increase in oil prices contributed to the high prices and may lead to recession in some countries, like the U.S. During the course of war, the destruction in the area will be tremendous. 
THE SUPERPOWERS
The CIU area is considered to be a vital area for the west, due to its petroleum sources and because the Soviet threat appears more dangerous here.
The most important Western strategic goal in the area is the security of western supplies of petroleum from the Arab Gulf. Controlling this region could provide the Soviet Unon with the oil it might not be able to produce itself in the fjtjr-.
In Ji --ion, by controlling the Gulf the USSR could limit or it off the region's oil supplies to the West. Unless additional oil supplies were found rapidly or other alternatives found, this could cripple the economics of Western Europe and Japan which 3re so heavily dependent on Gulf oil.
Others, including the Soviets themselves, claim that Soviet intentions toward the Gulf region are completely defensive.
Moscow says it is interested in the security of a region located directly on its southern border, especially since the U.S. is so active there and even though the Gulf is several miles from its borders. They also point out that USSR has enormous oil and natural gas reserves. The Soviets say it is the West which is deficient in these resources and thus it is the West that seeks to control the Gulf's oil.
In reality, Soviet policy towards the Gulf nations has both offensive and defensive elements. Israel as their main enemy, they will oppose U.S. aid to Israel.
The Soviets also hope that they will be able to ally with Arab governments opposed to U.S. foreign policy.
The Trying to disseminate communism.
Expending its influence to deprive the West and U.S. from
Gulf oil.
Providing new markets for Soviet products.
Ensuring the provision of required oil.
Ar,;inq at the warm water ports and securing naval bases for LtS navy.
-ontriling the waterways, especially those that are used t; transport oil.
The crisis in the Persian Gulf is different, and it is the change in USSR behavior that makes it different. During previois regional crises, the U.S. was either competing with the USSR or, This is what makes this the first crisis of the post-cold war era.
There is no end of ways that the USSR could have exploited this crisis, and in the old days they would have done so. The Gulf region has a wealth of resources on which the world economy greatly depends. Conflicts and disputes in the region will adversely impact the whole world in general, and t.e entire Middle East in particular. Therefore, great efforts must be made by the other Arab countries, as well as the superpowers, to ensure stability in the region.
The Gulf countries, which are affected by current local conflicts, must lead the way to put an end to disputes and begin a comprehensive and scientific study to remove such disputes and eliminate their causes. This could begin by negotiating existing border problems and developing the current ruling systems to begin approaching a more democratic system.
Believing that the Arab causes are indivisible and the Arab fate is common, all Arab countries must work jointly to support the Gulf countries and promote economic fulfillment between the Arabic and Islamic countries in the region as well as the development of a joint market. In the meantime, the U.S. must play an active role in the region by improving the systems of observation, air defense warning and reconnaissance sensors in addition to improving the defense of the Southeast NATO which in turn will impact the defense capabilities in the Gulf area.
The U.S., with its great military resources, must also support 3 aceeping force in the Gulf.
The Gulf countries must then optimize oil production according to world demands and exert more efforts for the exploration of ne'w oil fields. Building a sound economy that does not depend on oil alone should also be another objective for these countries. With the assistance of Western and Arab countries, other industries which rely on local raw materials should be encouraged.
It is also necessary to invest a considerable part of financial surplus in the Gulf and the Arab countries as well as in 
